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In this compelling and informative volume, Jimmie R. 
Hawkins walks the reader through the many forms of 
Black protest in American history, from precolonial 
times though the George Floyd protests of 2020. Haw-
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subsections highlighting how Black identity helped to 
shape protest during that period. 

These protests include slave ship mutinies, the abo-
litionist movement, the different approaches to protest 
from Frederick Douglas, W. E. B. Dubois, and Booker 
T. Washington, protest led by various Black institu-
tions, Black Lives Matter movements, and protests of 
today’s Black athletes, musicians, and intellectuals, 
such as Lebron James, Beyonce, and Kendrick Lamar. 
Hawkins also covers the backlash to these protests, 
including the Jim Crow era, the Red Summer of 1919, 
and modern-day wars on the Black community in the 
form of the War on Drugs and voter suppression. 
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ADVANCE PRAISE
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us see American history with heartbreaking and often inspiring clarity.  
Hawkins calls every one of us to summon the courage-- and love, and 
political will--to confront this hard history and to alter its arc.”

ȅ���������Ǥ������, author of Blood Done Sign My Name

“Unbroken and Unbowed is a wonderful exposition, summation, and inter-
pretation of African American protest. Here, in a single volume, from 
enslaved past to engaged present, one traces the lineage and devasta-
tion of American racial animus toward Black people and the enduring 
African American protest against it. If, as Rev. Jimmie Hawkins rightly 
argues, Black protest is truth telling, this book is a scintillating record of 
a people proclaiming the truth of equality, in word and deed, to a coun-
try that has perpetually refused to acknowledge it. A historical survey 
steeped in contemporary reckoning, this book is an excellent resource 
for helping us understand and navigate our tumultuous time.”

ȅ������������, President, Union Presbyterian Seminary, 
Richmond, Virginia, and author, Can I Get a Witness: 

Reading Revelation through African American Culture

“By chronicling the history of Black-led protest in America, Rev. Haw-
kins both reveals a tradition of struggle for a more perfect union and 
unmasks the lie that Black protest is ‘un-American.’ To receive this his-
tory is to know and know again that America would not be half the 
country she is if Black people had not believed her promises and worked 
with others to make them a reality. God bless Rev. Hawkins for telling 
the story and living it in his own leadership and witness today.”

ȅ���Ǥ���Ǥ���������Ǥ�������ǡ���, President, Repairers 
of the Breach, and author, We Are Called to Be a Movement


